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7th Grade Social Studies 
World History and Geography (500 CE-1700 CE) 
 
This course is a comprehensive development of civilizations of the ancient Middle East through 
the middle ages in Europe and the New World. The focus concepts will include, but will not be 
limited to, the study of the Middle East as the cradle of western civilization, the development of 
civilizations and their influences on government, law, science, and philosophy; the rise of church 
influences on social, religious, and political leadership, and the emergence of nation states due 
to feudalism following the fall of the Roman Empire are also included. Students will also explore 
the geography of the regions studied and how it can impact civilizations. 
 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
American History 
Colonization - Reconstruction (1607-1877) 
 
Eighth grade students will study the European exploration of North America, along with the 
geographic features that influenced early settlements and colonies. This course emphasizes the 
development and maturation of Britain’s American colonies, and the political, cultural, and 
economic influences that led to the American Revolution. The major events and outcomes of the 
American Revolution will be analyzed, along with the individuals that played influential roles in 
the development of the new nation. Students will follow the development of the young United 
States and its government through the early 19th century. Expansion of the country and its 
impact will be analyzed, including implications on domestic and foreign policy. Policies that 
affected Native Americans will also be studied. Events leading up to the Civil War will be 
examined, along with the individuals and events that were significant during that war as well as 
the ramifications of certain documents and speeches. The history, people, government, and 
geography of Tennessee will also be emphasized to illustrate the role this state has in the 
broader context of American history. Reconstruction and the development of the American West 
will conclude this course. Appropriate primary sources and informational texts will be included in 
order to enhance understanding of the content.  


